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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bloch et al. (US Patent No.: 5.745,102) in view of Harper et al. (US Patent No.: 
6.476,817). 

3. As to claims 1 and 12 Bloch discloses, an information processing (information 
monitor and process, see column, 3 line 18) apparatus for handling a storage medium 
storing content data and metadata associated therewith (example, storage device, 
labeling, see column 3, line 5), said storage medium being provided with on a surface 
thereof an information display area (example, liquid crystal display, see column, 3 lines 
35-36), comprising: an extracting section for extracting from said metadata stored on 
said storage medium . display data to be displayed in said infonmation display area 
(example, accessing data, data storage device, dynamic display device, see column, 3, 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,056 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2109 

lines 4-12); and an information display unit for displaying the extracted display data onto 
said information display are? (example, LCD display, see column 3. lines 35-36). 

However Bloch does not disclose storage medium being provided with on a 
surface thereof an information display ar^a. Harper, from the same field of endeavor 
discloses storage medium being provided with on a surface thereof an information 
display area (example, on an outer surface of casing 14, a display indicated as 18, see 
column 2, lines, 62-64 and figure 4). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to have modified Bloch's display with the features of attached display on the 
surface of the storage medium as taught by Harper, because Harper's device eliminates 
the need of the display driver within the storage medium. 

As to claims 7 and 18, Harper discloses, wherein said content data include at 
least video content data and said information display unit displays, in said information 
display area, thumbnail image data extracted from said video content data on the basis 
of said metadata (example, information about a program being recorded (such as 
program title and duration), if several programs are recorded on one tape, the names of 
the programs can be listed in the order they appear on the tape. Other, ad-hoc 
information, see column 5, lines 30-55). 

As to claim 8, Harper discloses, a storage medium which is accessed for 
reading by an information processing apparatus, (example, the magnetic read head 
104, is suitable for writing or reading, see column, 3 lines 46-49 and figure 2) and is 
formed with an infomiation display area on a surface thereof, wherein display data 
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extracted from said metadata is displayed in said information display area by said 
information processing apparatus (example, on an outer surface of casing 14, a display 
indicated as 18, see column 2, lines, 62-64 and figure 4) . 

As to claims 5 and 16, Bloch discloses, wherein said information display unit 
displays, in said information display area, said display data by coding at least a part 
thereof (example, for receiving and displaying the digital signal representing the 
decoded digital data, see column2, lines 5-7). 

As to claims 6 and 17, Bolch discloses, a metadata editing section for editing 
said metadata in accordance with a processing result of said content data, wherein said 
extracting section extracts said display data also from the edited metadata (example, 
modified floppy disk drive, automatically update, automatic labeling, see column 3, lines 
23-36). 

As to claims 2, 9 and 13, Bolch discloses, wherein said information display area 
is rewritable (example, "electric paper" system is that such a display can be re-written 
upon essentially limitlessly, see column 4, line 50). 

As to claims 3, 10, and 14, Harper discloses, wherein said information display 
area is exchangeable with another infonmation display area. Yamaguchi from the same 
field of endeavor disclose, wherein said information display area is exchangeable with 
another infomnation display area (example, the display 18 can be attached to different 
removable memory medias as shown in Figures 1 and 4). 
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As to claims 4, 1 1 and 15, Harper discloses, wherein said information display 
area is constituted by a rewrite sheet (example, electrical paper, see column 4, line, 50). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant disclosure. 

Yamaguchi (US Patent No.: 6,441,807) is cited to teach Infomiation recording 
device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meseker Takele whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
1653. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM- 5:00PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xiao Wu can be reached on (571 ) 272-21 00. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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